RESOLUTION OPPOSING INITIATIVE MEASURE 1366
WHEREAS Tim Eyman, Mike Fagan, and Jack Fagan have sponsored and are circulating petitions for
Initiative 1366, filed on January 5th, 2015 as an initiative to the people for 2015; and
WHEREAS I‐1366 would reduce the sales tax, and therefore approximately $1 billion in state revenue
every year, thereby preventing the increased spending on K‐12 education required by the McCleary
decision, while jeopardizing higher education, transportation and the social safety net, unless the State
Legislature follows the dictates of the initiative and sends to the voters a constitutional amendment
undemocratically requiring a two‐thirds vote in each House of the Legislature to raise revenue or repeal
any tax loophole; and
WHEREAS the Washington State Supreme Court in February 2013, in League of Education Voters v. State
of Washington, struck down as unconstitutional a requirement of a supermajority vote to raise revenue,
and Eyman’s I‐1366 comprises a devious attempt to evade that ruling by coercing lawmakers into
colluding in his underhanded scheme to overturn it by holding all state funding hostage; and
WHEREAS either the loss of a billion dollars per annum to our common wealth or the undemocratic
modification of our Constitution to require two‐thirds votes to raise and recover revenue would result in
serious long‐term damage to the communities of Washington State, including those in the 30th LD; and
WHEREAS our state's founders understood that democracy requires majority rules with minority rights,
and, after much debate and deliberation, they wrote a Constitution for Washington specifying that bills
in the Legislature are passed by a majority vote, defined as greater than fifty percent – no more, and no
less; and
WHEREAS any higher threshold for the passage of legislation would result in power being concentrated
in the hands of a few (rather than the many), such as one‐third of one house of the Legislature – as
when I‐601 and its clones I‐960, I‐1053, and I‐1185 were illegitimately in effect; and
WHEREAS allowing tax exemptions to be created by a majority vote, but repealed only with a vote of
two‐thirds or greater, represents an unfair double standard that would make it nearly impossible to
reform our outdated and regressive tax system; and
WHEREAS I‐1366 would inevitably contravene the State Supreme Court's 2012 decision in McCleary v.
State by making it effectively impossible for the state to fulfill its paramount duty of making ample
provision for the education of all children within its borders, as required by Article IX of the State
Constitution;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 30th Legislative District Democrats urge all Washingtonians
to refuse to sign Tim Eyman's Initiative 1366 and, if placed on the ballot oppose the measure; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we ask the Washington State Democrats to take a similar position
opposing I‐1366 at the State Party's next meeting in Pasco; and
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that we encourage every activist and citizen who supports the values that
Washington was founded upon to join the coalition opposing I‐1366.
Submitted by Tim Burns

Resolution To Rescind Cuts To, And Restore Service Of, Overnight First-Class
Mail Delivery By The U.S. Postal Service
WHEREAS the U.S. Postal Service changed delivery standards on January 5, 2015, eliminating
next-day mail delivery of normal first class mail; and
WHEREAS letters, invoices, bill payments, medicine, Netflix, and other mail that had taken a single
day to be delivered locally, will now take a minimum of two days; and
WHEREAS the U.S. Postal Service has recovered financially from the Great Recession, with
revenue increasing for seven straight quarters, and an operating profit since October 2012 (despite
the paper loss from the congressionally imposed “pre-funding” of retiree health benefits that no
other employer is required to do); and
WHEREAS the change in delivery standards allows the closure of mail processing operations in
Tacoma, Wenatchee, Redmond and 79 other sites nationwide, impacting 15,000 workers and
eliminating union-wage jobs; and
WHEREAS Washington elections are affected – it will take an additional day or more to get final
count on contested elections – and the proposal to allow ballots received by Election Day to be
counted would disenfranchise many voters if adopted; and
WHEREAS Ruth Y. Goldway, Postal Regulatory Commissioner since 1998, has criticized the
service cuts as threatening “the very integrity and concept of Universal Service”; and
WHEREAS 59 U.S. Representatives, including Suzan DelBene from Washington State, have cosponsored HR 784, the Protect Overnight Delivery Act to restore previous service standards;
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that this body shall go on record as supporting any and all
campaigns and legislative efforts to restore overnight first-class mail delivery; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this body shall communicate this sentiment to the
appropriate federal legislators, the Postal Board of Governors, the Postal Regulatory Commission
and the Postmaster General.

Submitted by Tim Burns on behalf of the American Postal Workers Union

